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PREFACE

Addressing Critical Issues in the
Preparation of Teachers of Mathematics

Selecting Teacher Education as a theme for the inaugural issue of the
Journal of Mathematics at Teachers College demonstrates the importance
placed on professional development by the Program in Mathematics and
Education. It underscores our view that highly skilled teachers are critically
important in providing a rich and rewarding experience for students in the

mathematics classroom.

The Journal includes articles by faculty, graduate students, TC
graduates, and distinguished professionals. Notes from the Classroom
consists of excerpts from the weekly journals written by student teachers
currently completing their field experience in either a middle school or a
high school. The selection does not provide a complete picture of the
activity, but rather a “snapshot” that captures student teachers’ perspectives
on some of the issues they may encounter while developing their craft. In
this issue, Notes from the Classroom includes comments by experienced
college instructors in regard to enriching the calculus course through
student research.

The feature article was written by Edward Silver of the University of
Michigan. Professor Silver received the Program’s 2009 Distinguished
Alumnus medal. His article on best practices and teaching mathematics for
understanding is based on a colloquium presentation he made in the 2009
fall term. Other contributors include three recent doctoral graduates and
two doctoral candidates in the Program in Mathematics and Education and
other programs at Columbia University.

I would like to express my gratitude to the JMETC's editorial board
for my selection as the guest editor of this inaugural issue. This has been
an experience from which I have learned more than I have contributed. I
have benefited from an association with colleagues of remarkable talent.
After so many years in public education, it has been a privilege for me to
be a part of a Program that has such a long and distinguished history.

The Journal brings to the reader some of the issues in teacher
education. We trust this issue will be of interest and that it will contribute
to the discussion of how best to prepare teachers for the mathematics

classroom.

Stuart Weinberg
Guest Editor
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