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FOREWORD 

Honoring the Past—Anticipating the Future 

The Journal of Mathematics Education at Teachers College is the 
reincarnation of an earlier Teachers College series entitled 
Contributions to Mathematics Education. That series dates back to the 
era of David Eugene Smith, the founder of the field of mathematics 
education, who arranged and financed the publication of Teachers 
College dissertations, including the first two theses in the field written 
in 1906 by Alva Walker Stamper and Lambert Lincoln Jackson. 
Financial circumstance, brought on by the Great Depression of the 
1930s and World War II, and its aftermath, limited publication to 
selected theses. Contributions to Mathematics Education continued 
until the final volume appeared in 1970 as a tribute to Professor Myron 
F. Rosskopf by his doctoral graduates. 

The resurrected version of Contributions to Mathematics 
Education is not devoted to the publication of doctoral dissertations, 
but rather is a semi-annual journal that features both practice-based and 
research articles of interest to today’s broad spectrum of mathematics 
education professionals. The Journal of Mathematics Education at 
Teachers College (JMETC) should provide opportunities for peer-
reviewed publication for novice as well as experienced mathematics 
educators. Each issue of the JMETC will focus upon a theme to permit 
contributors to prepare thematic articles for future issues. The theme 
selected for this issue of the JMETC is International Education. Future 
themes include Curriculum (spring 2011), Technology (fall 2011), and 
Evaluation (spring 2012). All issues and themes will emphasize 
mathematics and its teaching. 

While JMETC’s Editorial Board cannot hope to match the skill and 
wisdom of previous sponsors of the series Contributions to 
Mathematics Education, including David Eugene Smith, John Roscoe 
Clark, William David Reeve, and Howard Franklin Fehr, we hope our 
colleagues in the community of mathematics education professionals 
will find the contributions by the authors of JMETC articles useful 
additions to the growing body of literature in the field. 

J. Philip Smith 
Bruce R. Vogeli 
Erica Walker 
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