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Dr. Robert Taylor was selected b y the Teachers 
College sponsored Teache rs for East Africa 
program to teach mathematics of Uganda’s 
Makerere University. He re turned to TC as  an 
instructor in the Department of Mathematics, 
Statistics, and Computing in Education where he 
developed an innovative programming language 
(FPL) intended to introduce educators to the then  - 
new field of computer programming. His seminal 
work entitled Computers: Tutor, Tool, Tutee  led to 
leadership in t he new fie ld of computers in 
education. Dr. Taylor completed 33 years as a 
member of the Teachers College faculty in 2009. 

Dr. Carl N. Shuster com pleted the doctor ate at 
Teachers College in 1940 under the guidan ce of 
William David Reeve. Shuster joined the TC faculty 
at Reeve’s invitation and soon was recognized as the 
nation’s leading advocate of the use of tradition al 
technology, especially measurement technology, in 
the mathematics classroom. Dr. Shuster served as 
President of the  National Coun cil of Mathem atics 
from 1946 to 1 948 and concluded his career as 
Distinguished Professor of Math ematics at Trenton 
State University. 
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PREFACE 

From Slide Rules to Video Games: 
Technology in Mathematics Classrooms 

Historically speaking, technology in the mathematics classroom has 
grown tremendously. At the end of the 19th century, one of the major 
mathematical instruments used was the slide rule. From then to present 
day, there were many technology advances in mathematics education. 
Students are now engaging in interactive software programs on computers, 
graphing calculators, and the Internet to learn mathematics topics in an 
entirely different way. 

This issue of the Journal of Mathematics Education at Teachers 
College has the theme of Technology in Mathematics Education. The 
theme was intentionally broad so that the issue could contain multiple 
perspectives on what is thought of technology in the classroom. The 
articles cover common technology, such as spreadsheet software and 
SMART Board™ tools, as well as more specific tools, such as online 
homework systems, dynamic geometry software, and video games. A 
different viewpoint on mathematical technology is appreciating it through 
preservation. Two articles included in this issue discuss mathematics 
museums, one from the past and one opening soon. 

Technology in the classroom can be somewhat of a heated topic. 
Issues of proper implementation, teacher preparation, and student success 
are concerns. A goal of this issue is to provide ideas for teachers on how to 
use more technology in their classrooms mindfully and purposely. The 
articles included, as well as the Notes from the Computer Laboratory, 
should aid teachers in attaining that objective. 

Diane R. Murray 
Guest Editor 
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